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The Challenge to Hope

Social toxicity

Garbarino, J. (1995). Raising Children in a Socially Toxic Environment. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.
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Structural Violence

Farmer, P. (2004). An Anthropology of Structural Violence. Current Anthropology, 45(3), 305-325. 

Spring Valley High School
South Carolina

Flint Michigan
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The Setting:

Oakland, CA 

Social Toxins: The 

result of social 

inequality
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113 murders

114 murders

88 murders
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94 murders

146 murders
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555 murders in 5 years + 

127 (2007)

=682 homicides

HopelessnessHopelessness is a 

predictor of… 

• Violent behavior

• Fatalism

• Depression

Bolland, J. M. (2003). Hopelessness and risk behavior 

among adolescents living in high-poverty inner-city 

neighborhoods. Journal of Adolescence, 26(2), 145-

158.

Hopelessness
How do teachers 

and community 

workers respond?

Where do they 

learn to support 

young people with 

existential 

questions?
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What is hope?

What is hope?

• Future goal orientation

• Pathways

• Agency

• Snyder’s Hope Theory

Jeff Duncan-Andre Notes to 

Educators” Hope Required When 

Growing Roses in Concrete

•Material Hope-

•Socratic Hope-

•Audacious Hope - Healing from 

oppression in order to transform it.
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Youth development 

and civic engagement 

strategies designed to 

engage America’s 

most disconnected 

young people will only 

be successful to the 

extent that they 

address hopelessness.

What type of conditions 

foster hope and 

healing?

Social Trauma

Time

A. Survival

Possible outcomes of challenge as described by O’Leary and Ickovics (1995)
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Detoxified the environment and created a thriving community

Radical healing 

and well-being

•Relational Hope 

•Restorative Hope 

•Political Hope

Relational

Hope
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… love is wanting something for somebody else more than you want for yourself! 

So every conversation I have ends with “hey man, you know I love you man! 
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Restorative

Hope
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…Our goal was to move the white dots! Like if the red 

areas are the infection, then the white dots can be the 

medicine! 

Political 

Hope

… “I just want to let you know. I forgive you bro." He started crying. He was in pain man. I said, "I don't want to hurt 

you, I want to help you. 



6/27/2016

15



6/27/2016

16

Practices that build hope and 

healing

• Articulate your vision of hope a

nd equity.

• Review your budget against tim

e  and money spent on hope an

d 

equity.

• Establish buy in from a core gro

up of committed stakeholders.

• Create an inventory of policies     

and practices that promote, or     

• inhibit hope and equity.

Building an hope and thriving 

environments for justice....

“One of the great problems of 

history is that the concepts of love 

and power have usually been 

contrasted as opposites. What is 

needed is a realization that power 

without love is reckless and 

abusive, and that love without 

power is sentimental and anemic. 

Power at its best is love 

implementing the demands of 

justice, and justice at its best is 

power correcting everything that 

stands against love”


